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KIERAN WEIR:
And while many people want to see industrial development in Whyalla, often we've only talked about the contentious issues where people are concerned about the environment.


One man who has been an environmental activist and has led the Red Dust Action Group - he's been a spokesperson for all sorts of issues is Ted Kittel.


Good morning, Ted.

TED KITTEL:
Good morning, Kieran.

KIERAN WEIR:
Ted, you've been describing the relationship between the community of Whyalla and OneSteel, the major industrial employer in the city as one of a rennaisance.

TED KITTEL:
Yes.  Well you're well - you're listeners and yourself are well aware of the way the red dust problem affected the community in Whyalla and I led an activist group, to community group, to address this problem.


Initially, it was a confrontational type of thing, but you know, I'm very pleased to say that as this has progressed, the - it's turned from a confrontational set-up to a partnership between OneSteel and our group and other community members too.


OneSteel has put in place a policy called Environmental and Social Responsibility Policy, ESR.  And this has changed the whole culture in OneSteel as to how they address these issues, and the way they address it now is in partnership with the community - and I'm very pleased to say there is much goodwill flowing between - particularly the Whyalla Red Dust Action Group and OneSteel and myself and OneSteel.  I find it a pleasure to deal with them now.

KIERAN WEIR:
That is great news.  I mean when we have a transformation like that, as you've said, has gone from confrontation where you're trying to demand industry to doing something.  Now, the industry just sits down with you and has a chat.  And recently, the city had a problem, not with the dust - something that was a physical, environmental thing, but a bit of noise pollution from the trains.

TED KITTEL:
Yes, that was a spin off from the changeover to Project Magnet, the increased train voyages to and from Whyalla, and of course the horn noise was the problem here in the town and the old part of Whyalla.  And a fellow - a colleague of mine, Mr Bob Hannan(*) addressed this, but he sought my assistance with it as well.  


And yes, the same thing has occurred again.  OneSteel has sat down with us.  We've met with them many times about it and the outcome's been a win/win.  OneSteel have put in - OneSteel and the railway contractor, GWA, have put in programs to eliminate the train horn noise.  In fact it's deathly quiet here at East Whyalla at the moment.

KIERAN WEIR:
[Laughs].

TED KITTEL:
Prior to that it would be fairly noisy.  So, you know, this all happened fairly quickly and I give OneSteel and GWA ten out of ten for this because this problem's been addressed.  There's been not much anger, not much community outrage.  It's been addressed in a very good way, so you can't ask for better than that.

KIERAN WEIR:
So you'll be able to have a silent night, holy night for Christmas?

TED KITTEL:
Absolutely, and sleep in on Sunday morning.

KIERAN WEIR:
[Laughs] That's fantastic, Ted.

TED KITTEL:
But - and just - I'd like to go back to the red dust.  There is no red dust in Whyalla anymore.  In fact the natural rains have started to clean East Whyalla up.  Even the natural flora - you know, the shrubs and trees - they've become green again.  Hummock Hill, one of our icon places is - looks remarkably different now because everything's washed - all the red dust has gone off of it.  East Whyalla is on a - really on a winner at the moment.

KIERAN WEIR:
Ted it's been great to just get this positive news as we wrap up a year where things are still going ahead for the city, but at the same time becoming much more environmentally friendly for everyone who lives there and just congratulations to you and all of the Red Dust Action Group for sitting down with industry.  We're just glad to know that things have really changed in the city.  You're feeling very positive about it.  And just wishing you and yours all the best for Christmas Ted.

TED KITTEL:
And the same to you and yours and your listeners too Kieran.  Thank you very much.

KIERAN WEIR:
Good on you Ted.  Thanks for being with us.

TED KITTEL:
Thank you.

KIERAN WEIR:
Ted Kittel is from the Whyalla Red Dust Action Group and he's very happy. And, oh if you've got a different opinion, you can always ring us on 1300 


160 222.  Have things chanegd for the better?  It certainly seems like it.  

*          *          End          *          *

Transcript produced by Media Monitors

target-monitor-analyse
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]